
 

 
 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
As fall gives way to winter and the leaves begun to fall off of the trees 
and the mornings become colder we are optimistically looking 
forward to another great year at HHS! We are quickly approaching 
the end of the 1st Quarter and our students and staff are doing an 
outstanding job. Our spirits are high, optimism boundless, and school 
climate is rich with positive energy and ambition.  

Attendance 
One of our “Big Rocks” at HHS is student attendance. Our goal is to incrementally improve our 
attendance each week. To reinforce the importance of attendance we have implemented several 
incentives that reward our students for outstanding attendance or improved attendance. We just 
celebrated our first A-Team Luncheon for 85 students who have 100% attendance rates for the 1st 
quarter. This is a reflection of the students’ ambition and consistency.  
 
Currently our goal is to improve our attendance to 93% or higher for the 2014-2015 school year. 
Our current class and school percentages as follows: Grade 11: 91.01 %, Grade 10: 90.33 %, 
Grade 09: 89.92 %, Grade 12: 88.35 %, Grade ALL: 90.03 %, and HHS Goal: 93% 
 
Furthermore, it’s our desire to cultivate a successful learning climate in the classroom. It is difficult 
for a student to succeed in school if he or she does not attend regularly. It is essential that students 
attend school on a consistent basis to ensure continuity of instruction. 
 
When students are absent, they miss out on important instructional lessons where key concepts or 
skills are introduced. This puts the student at a disadvantage when they return because of the gaps 
in their learning and the need to play catch-up to lessons that have already been taught in class. 
Additionally, poor attendance can cause students to lose progress in reading, writing, arithmetic, 
and other subjects. Frequent absences from school contribute to a child’s feeling of not being a part 
of the school experience and can set up serious potential of dropping out of school.   
 
Our students’ success is our number one priority. In order for us to do our very best for your child, 
we must be in school every day. The only excused absences are for medical appointments, athletics, 
co-curricular, and field trips. All other absences will be marked “unexcused.”  
 
It is important for the school and home to work together to ensure success at school. We need your 
cooperation to meet your student’s goals and our school goals. We hope that the rest 
of the school year can be rewarding and successful for your student. Thank you for your support. 
 

 
 
 
 

Important 
Dates 

Oct. 17th  

Quarter 1 
Ends 

Oct. 28th  

Volleyball ACS 
@ HHS 4, 5, 

6:30 pm 

Oct. 30th   

Parent 
Teacher 

Conference 

(1:00-7:00) 

Oct. 31st  

Parent 
Teacher 

Conference 

(8:00-12:00) 

Fall Festival @ 
HHS 

Nov. 11th  

Vacation Day 
(Vets Day) 

Nov. 27-28  

Thanksgiving 
Break  

Dec. 19th  

Quarter 2 
Ends & 

Christmas 
Break Starts 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Surveys 

Lastly, HHS and MSBSD would like to encourage your input on how we are doing by  
using surveys that have been created by MSBSD. You can access the surveys by going to 
http://www.matsuk12.us, clicking on the About Us tab, clicking on District Surveys, and 
accessing one of the many surveys that are available. To foster relationships with parents and the 
community, we would like to know how we are doing in providing a quality education for the 
students of MSBSD. We appreciate any feedback you have to offer so we can better serve your 
needs.  
 
We look forward to meeting and continuing to work with each of you as we strive to serve our 
students and help each of them reach their full potential. Please know our doors will always be open 
to our community. Feel free to call upon us if you should have any questions or concerns. You may 
also visit our website for updated information throughout the year. We know and understand that 
communication is the key to a successful year. In closing, thank you for all you do and enjoy the 
beginning of fall…Go HAWKS! 
 
 
Sincerely,     
 
 
 
Bill Johnson & Justin Ainsworth 
William.Johnson@matsuk12.us 
Justin.Ainsworth@matsuk12.us     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Organization: Suggest the following ideas to help your student stay 
organized: 

1. Create a workspace: Your teen should have a comfortable place 
to work that’s well lit and free from distractions. It’s best if they 
can find a place where that they can dedicate to homework so they 
start associating it with getting things done. Wherever they work, 
they need room to spread out materials.  

2. Stock Supplies: Keeping graph paper, index cards, highlighters, 
and other supplies on hand will help your teen stay on task…they 
won’t have to stop what they are doing to search for supplies. If 
your teen works in a common space like the dining table, they 
might want to have a portable supply kit. 

3. Sort Papers: Multiple classes mean several sets of books and 
notebooks, only some of which need to come home on any given 
day. Your teen can keep track by using separate color-coded 
materials for each class so they can easily spot history (red binder 
and folder), or algebra (blue binder and folder). Each week your 
teen should sort papers from the week before. They can file them 
in binders or folders. Tip: having a three-hole punch nearby can 
make this task easier.  

http://www.matsuk12.us/
mailto:William.Johnson@matsuk12.us
mailto:Justin.Ainsworth@matsuk12.us


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

New Testing in Alaska 
 State-wide testing is changing in Alaska.  This spring, instead of SBA testing, 9th and 10th graders 
will be participating in AMP (Alaska Measures of Progress) tests.  These tests are aligned to the new 
state Language Arts and Math standards. 

 For the past several years, 11th grade students have been taking WorkKeys assessments to 
assess career readiness.  Juniors now have the opportunity to take WorkKeys, the ACT or the SAT.  Per 
HB278, students are no longer required to pass the HSGQE however, students in graduating classes 2016 
and beyond need to take one of these tests to graduate. There is not a minimum score requirement for 
graduation.  

Upcoming Events 

 
 

• Who:  ALL 11th and 12th graders should take the ASVAB! 
• What:  The ASVAB is a career exploration test as well as the military entrance test. 
• Where:  At HHS 
• When:  Wednesday, November 5 at 7:45 am 
• Why:  The ASVAB can help you find careers that suit your strengths and personality.  AND, it’s 

FREE. 
 

November 18 – MSBSD Financial Aid Night 
• 6:00-8:30 pm at Mat-Su Career and Technical High School 

 
November 19 - HHS College and Career Fair 

• 12:00-2:15 for 10th -12th graders  
• 2:15-4:00 for Parents 

 
“Sometimes the smallest step in the right direction ends up being the biggest step 

of your life.  Tiptoe if you must, but take the step.” - Unknown 
 



 

 
 

 

Nurse Notes  
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Infectious diseases have been a hot topic in the media lately. In Alaska, influenza is one of the most imminent 
concerns at present. The single best way to protect your family against the flu is to get vaccinated each year. At 
Houston High School we strive to partner with you in keeping your student(s) healthy so that each of them can be 
in attendance and learning as much as possible. Below are some common questions regarding the flu vaccine and 
answers as adapted from the Centers for Disease Control and the National Association of School Nurses.  

Who should get vaccinated this season? 
Everyone 6 months of age and older should get a flu vaccine every season.  
What kinds of flu vaccines are available? 
There are several flu vaccine options for the 2014-2015 flu season including nasal vaccines and egg-free vaccines 
for people with egg allergies. Talk to your health care provider about which flu vaccine is right for you. 
When should I and my family members get vaccinated? 
Flu vaccination should begin soon after vaccine becomes available, ideally by October. It is best that people get 
vaccinated so they are protected before influenza begins spreading in their community. 
Where can I get a flu shot? 
Many pharmacies now offer the flu shot on a walk-in basis. You can also obtain a flu vaccine from your primary 
health care provider.  
Why should people get vaccinated against the flu? 
Influenza is a serious disease that can lead to hospitalization and even death. Even healthy people can get very 
sick from the flu and spread it to others. Over a period of 31 flu seasons between 1976 and 2007, estimates of flu 
related deaths in the United States range from a low of about 3,000 to a high of about 49,000 people per season. 
“Flu season” in the United States can begin as early as October and last as late as May. An annual seasonal flu 
vaccine (either the flu shot or the nasal spray flu vaccine) is the best way to reduce the chances that you will get 
seasonal flu and spread it to others. When more people get vaccinated against the flu, less flu can spread 
through that community. 
How do flu vaccines work? 
Flu vaccines cause antibodies to develop in the body about two weeks after vaccination. These antibodies 
provide protection against infection with the viruses that are in the vaccine. 
Can the flu vaccine give you the flu? 
No, the flu vaccine itself cannot give you the flu. There are reasons why someone who receives a flu vaccine 
might still get the flu or a flu-like illness. For example, they may have been exposed to a non-flu virus before or 
after getting vaccinated. The flu vaccine can only prevent illnesses caused by flu viruses. It cannot protect against 
non-flu viruses that may cause flu-like illness. Another reason is that a person might have been exposed to the 
flu after getting vaccinated but before the vaccine took effect. It takes about two weeks after you receive the 
vaccine for your body to build protection against the flu. In addition, they may have been exposed to an 
influenza virus that was very different from the viruses included in that year’s vaccine. The flu vaccine protects 
against the influenza viruses that research indicates will cause the most disease during the upcoming season, but 
there can be other flu viruses circulating.  
 
Please feel free to contact me or visit the HHS Health Office website if you have additional questions regarding 
the flu. Have a safe and healthy flu season! 
~Nurse Allen  

 

 


